History and Social Sciences

Curriculum Overview


Course Description:

World History   

World History is a compulsory yearlong course of study for all students in the Freshman year. Students in this course will acquire a greater understanding of how today’s complex world came to be(the historic factors in creating today’s terrorism, the rise of various religions around the world, the varied philosophies in politics, government, and economics that were created centuries ago but shape today’s world. The broad focus of this course is to make the study of history meaningful to students by showing them how the past continues to impact today’s world and people throughout time have faced similar issues and circumstances.

Instruction in this course will encourage students to develop their own set of individual values. To this end, students will be challenged to explore a variety of timeless global issues and present a variety of opinions across time and place. The prevalent themes to be emphasized will include but are not limited to: politics and history, geography and history, the role of ideas, economics and technology, social life and culture, religion in history, diversity, the role of individuals, and art and literature. Themes may be modified to suit the research interests of individual students. All students will conduct a minimum of two research projects (one of which must be a written paper).

Specific topics of study include the beginnings of civilization in Europe, Asia and Africa, the origins and beliefs of major world religions, the origins of global trade systems, European expansion and the reactions of the rest of the world to Europe, major revolutions in Government, Political Ideology, Science and Industry, and the social movements that arise from each, and the World Wars and technological innovations of the 20th Century. These topics connect the past to the modern era and the western and non-western worlds. In exploring these roots, students will gain a greater understanding of how past events, even those of long ago and in distant locations, may still impact our modern world and our own society.  They will also build a global history framework within which to study American History in grades 10 and 11.
Major Course Objectives(
When students have completed World History, they will know how and be better able to:

1.   interpret factual information


2.   interpret information using higher order thinking skills


3.   draw conclusions about causes and outcomes of historical events


4.   distinguish between global and local events and applications involving issues and concepts


5.   utilize geography as a key in examining history through the interpretation of maps, environments factors, and migration patterns


6.   interpret and employ time lines, graphs, charts and tables in the study of history


7.   understand the relationship between cause and effect by linking actions and ideas to their results


8.   compare and contrast new information to that which is already familiar


9.   distinguish between primary and secondary sources

10. analyze historical sources for the purpose of identifying the main idea

11. analyze historical sources for the purpose of recognizing and understanding bias and point of view

12. analyze historical sources for the purpose of recognizing fact vs. opinion

13. analyze historical sources for the purpose of drawing inferences

14. appreciate the visual arts as an affirmation of life in past eras

15. formulate hypotheses and test them through research and the presentation of their findings

16. advance their understanding of a particular issue by completing original research projects

17. show connections, casual and otherwise, between particular historical events and ideas and larger social, economic, and political trends and developments (History, Geography, Civics/Government, Economics)

18. interpret the past within its own historical context rather than in terms of present day norms and values

19. distinguish intentions and intended consequences of action from unanticipated and unpredicted effects

20. distinguish knowledge from various forms of opinions: identify valid and fallacious arguments; identify bias and prejudice in historical interpretations; distinguish between sound generalizations and oversimplifications

Relationship to Massachusetts Frameworks for History and Social Sciences

Students enrolled in World History engage in information gathering, problem solving, communicating and presenting their findings (in written, visual, or oral formats) as they:

1. Describe the legacies of Roman law, literature, architecture, engineering, and technology (WH7.14 – H)

2. Describe the origins of Christianity and the relationship of early Christians to officials of the Roman Empire (WH7.11 – H)

3. Analyze the rise and achievements of the Byzantine Empire, including the influence of Constantine, the importance of Justinian and the Justinian Code, the preservation of Greek and Roman traditions, and the construction of the Church of the Holy Wisdom (Hagia Sophia) (WH7.12 – H)

4. Describe Christianity’s growing influence and the development of two distinct branches of Christianity – Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic (WH7.13 – H)

5. Explain the causes and events that led to the Fall of the Roman Empire (WH7.14 – H)

6. Using maps, identify where Islam began and the extent of its influence by 1453 (WH7.15 – H)

7. Describe the life and teachings of Muhammad, including the significance of the Qur’an as the primary source of Islamic belief, and analyze Islam’s historical relationship with Judaism and Christianity (WH7.16 – H)

8. Explain the relationship between government and religion in Muslim societies before 1500 and how this relationship shaped the nature of civil society (WH7.17 – H,C)

9. Analyze the causes and course of Islamic expansion through North Africa, the Iberian peninsula, and Central Asia (WH7.18 – H,G)

10. Describe the central developments in major periods of Islamic history, including the sources of disagreement between Sunnis and Shiites and the growing influence of Turkish Islam after 1000 (WH7.19 – H)

11. Provide examples of reasons for Islamic expansion, including the strength of the Islamic world’s economy and culture, the physical endurance of the Muslim soldier, the sue of advanced military techniques, the disorganization and internal divisions of Islam’s enemies, and the high sense of morale fostered by Islamic faith (WH7.20 – H,C,G)

12. Explain the importance of trade routes connecting the Far East and Europe, the role of the Mongols, in increasing trade along these routes, including the silk route to China, and the relationship of the trade to the growth of Central Asian and Middle Eastern cities (WH 7.21 – H,G,E)

13. Explain the sources and uses of slaves in Islamic societies as well as the extent of the Islamic slave trade across Africa (WH7.22 – H,E)

14. Analyze the influence of Islamic civilization on European science, philosophy, and mathematics, including the preservation and expansion of Greek thought and the development of algebra and geometry (WH7.23 – H)

15. Describe the major achievements of Charlemagne and the Empire of the Franks (WH7.24 – H)

16. Explain the growing importance of the Catholic Church as a political institution, including its use of political power and wealth, the building and role of monasteries, the founding of universities, and the preservation of the Latin language (WH7.25 – H)

17. Analyze the differing orders of medieval society (kings, the landed aristocracy, knights, merchant class, slaves, and serfs) and explain the development of feudalism (WH7.26 – H)

18. Explain how medieval technological and agricultural improvements led to an increase in population and agricultural productivity (WH7.27 – H,E)

19. Describe the initial emergence of the modern economy, including the growth of banking, commerce, towns, and a merchant class (WH7.28 – H,E)

20. Analyze the spread of the Black Death or Bubonic Plague in Asia, the Middle East, and Europe (WH7.29 – H,E,G)

21. Explain the growth and development of the British and French nations, including the conflicts between them, such a the Hundred Years War (WH7.30 – H)

22. Describe the significance of developments in medieval English legal and constitutional history and their importance in the rise of the modern democratic institutions, including the Magna Carta, parliament, the development of habeas corpus, and an independent judiciary (WH7.31 – H,C)

23. Describe the religious and political origins of the conflict between Islam and Christianity (WH7.32 – H)

24. Explain the causes, course, and consequences of the European Crusades against Islam in the 11th, 12th, and 13th centuries (WH7.33 – H,E)

25. Evaluate the rise of the Ottoman Empire in the 14th and 15th centuries, including the capture of Constantinople (WH7.34 – H)

26. Analyze the decline of Muslim rule in the Iberian peninsula and the subsequent rise of Spanish and Portuguese kingdoms after the Reconquest in 1492 (WH7.35 – H)

27. Describe the origins and development of the Renaissance and the ideas and accomplishments of major figures, including Machiavelli, Michelangelo, da Vinci, Raphael, and Shakespeare (WH1 – H)

28. Describe how Gutenberg’s invention of the printing press led to the diffusion of knowledge and contributed to the Renaissance and the Protestant Reformation (WH2 – H)

29. Analyze how growing discontent with the Catholic Church led to the Protestant Reformation and summarize the spread of Protestantism across Europe (WH3 – H)

30. Explain the influence and main ideas of Protestant reformers, including Martin Luther, John Calvin, and Ulrich Zwingli (WH4 – H)

31. Analyze the reasons and consequences of England’s break with the Catholic Church (WH5 – H)

32. Explain the purposes and policies of the Catholic Counter-Reformation, including the influence and ideas of Ignatius Loyola (WH6 – H)

33. Analyze how the Protestant Reformation led to wars between European nations, the weakening of a uniform Christian religion, the separation of secular from religious life, the decline of papal authority, and the consolidation of royal power (WH7 – H)

34. Analyze the reasons why European nations sent explorers on missions of exploration and discovery (WH8 – H,E)

35. Explain how European overseas expansion led to the growth of overseas commerce and the development of the slave trade between Africa and the Americas (WH9 – H,E)

36. Summarize how the Scientific Revolution and the scientific method led to new theories of the universe and describe the accomplishments of the leading figures of the Scientific Revolution, including Bacon, Copernicus, Descartes, Galileo, Kepler, and Newton (WH10 – H)

37. Analyze the concept of Enlightenment in European history and examine the accomplishments of major Enlightenment thinkers, including Diderot, Voltaire, Rousseau, Locke, Kant, and Montesquieu (WH11 – H)

38. Analyze how the Enlightenment contributed to the growth of democratic principles of government, an emphasis on reason and progress, and the replacement of a theocentric interpretation of the universe with a secular interpretation (WH12 – H)

39. Analyze the growth/expansion of the Ottoman Empire in the 15th and 16th centuries into North Africa, Eastern Europe, and throughout the Middle East (WH13 – H,E)

40. Describe the expansion of Islam into India from the 14th – 17th century, including the role of the Mongols, the rise of the Mogul Empire, the relationship between Muslims and Hindus, and the building of the Taj Mahal (WH14 – H,E)

41. Explain the reasons for the declining strength of the Ottoman Empire in the 17th century and the inability of the Muslim world to keep pace with European economic, political, and intellectual growth (WH15 – H,E,C)

42. Analyze the growing consolidation of political power in Europe from 1500 to 1800 as manifested in the rise of nation states ruled by monarchs (WH16 – H,C)

43. Explain why England was the main exception to the growth of absolutism in royal power in Europe by examining the causes and essential events of the English Civil War and the Glorious Revolution of 1688, including the importance of the English Bill of Rights (WH17 – H,C)

44. Analyze the impact of the Glorious Revolution on the development of constitutional government and liberty in England and its colonies in North America (WH18 – H,C)

45. Describe the rise of the French monarchy in the 16th and 17th centuries, including the policies and influence of Louis XIV and France’s wars with other European nations during his reign (WH19 – H,C)

46. Analyze the growing power of Russian tsars in the 17th and 18th centuries, including the attempts at Westernization by Peter the Great, the growth of serfdom, and Russia’s rise as an important force in Eastern Europe and Asia (WH20 – H,C,E)

47. Explain how Enlightenment political thought, the American Revolution, economic troubles, the rising influence of the middle class, and government corruption and incompetence led to the French Revolution (WH21 – H,C,E)

48. Describe the major events of the French Revolution, including the role of the Estates General and the National Assembly, the storming of the Bastille, the 1789 Declaration of Rights of Man and Citizen, the execution of Louis XVI, and the rise and fall of Napoleon (WH22 – H,C,E)

49. Summarize the negative and positive effects of the French Revolution, including its contribution to modern nationalism and even totalitarianism, as well as the abolition of theocratic absolutism in France and remaining feudal restrictions and obligations, and growing support for the ideas of popular sovereignty, religious toleration, and legal equality (WH23 – H,C)

50. Explain the causes of the Industrial Revolution, including the rise of agricultural productivity, population and urban growth, transportation improvements, the growth of the middle class, the influence of Adam Smith, technological innovations, and new sources of energy such as coal and the steam engine (WH24 – H,E)

51. Summarize the impact of the Industrial Revolution on urban life and economic growth, including the vast increases in wealth and productivity, the social problems caused by low wages and harsh working conditions in factories, and unregulated urban growth and sprawl (WH25 – H,E)

52. Analyze the rise of unions and socialism, including the thinking of pre-Marx socialists such as Robert Owen and the major ideas and influence of Karl Marx (WH26 – H,E)

53. Explain the impact of various social and political reforms and reform movements in Europe, including abolitionism, liberalism, child labor laws, and social legislation such as old age pensions, health and unemployment insurance, and the expansion of voting rights (WH27 – H,C,E)

54. Summarize the causes, course, and consequences of the unification of Germany and Italy, including Germany’s replacement of France as the dominant power in continental Europe (WH28 – H)

55. identify the causes of the Industrial Revolution (WHII.1 – H,E)

56. summarize the social and economic impact of the Industrial Revolution (WHII.2 – H,E)

57. describe the rise of unions and socialism, including the ideas and influence of Robert Owen and Karl Marx (WHII.3 – H,E)

58. describe the rise and significance of antislavery sentiment in Britain, including the abolition of slave trade by the British Parliament in 1807, the abolition of slavery within the British Empire in 1833, and the role of various anti-slavery societies (WHII.4 – H,E)

59. explain the impact of various social and political reforms and reform movements in Europe (WHII.5 – H,C,E)

60. summarize the causes, course, and consequences of the unification of Italy and Germany (WHII.6 – H)

61. describe the causes of 19th century European imperialism (WHII.7 – H,E)

62. explain the interaction of British colonialism with India (WHII.8 – H,E)

63. describe China’s interaction with colonialism and the central events and developments in Chinese history in the 19th and 20th centuries (WHII.9 – H,E,C)

64. describe Japan’s interaction with Europeans as well as the major developments of Japanese history in the 19th and 20th centuries (WHII.10 – H,E,C)

65. identify major developments of African history, including the interaction with imperialism, in the 19th and 20th centuries (WHII.11 – H,E,C)

66. identify the major developments of Latin American history, including the interaction with imperialism, in the 19th and 20th centuries (WHII.12 – H,E,C)

67. describe the relative importance of economic and imperial competition, Balkan nationalism, German militarism and aggression, and the power vacuum in Europe due to the declining power of the Russian, Austrian, and Ottoman Empires in causing WW I (WHII.13 – H,E)

68. summarize the major events and consequences of WW I (WHII.14 – H,E)

69. identify the major developments in the Middle East and Central Asia before WW II (WHII.15 – H,E,C)

70. describe the various causes and consequences of global depression of the 1930s and analyze how governments responded to the Great Depression (WHII.16 – H,E,C)

71. describe the rise and goals of fascism in Italy, totalitarianism in Germany, and communism in the Soviet Union, and analyze the policies and main ideas of Lenin, Stalin, Hitler, and Mussolini (WWII.17 – H,C)

72. summarize the consequences of Soviet communism to 1945 (WHII.18 – H,E,C)

73. describe the German, Japanese, and Italian drives for empire in the 1930s (WHII.19 – H)

74. summarize the key events and battles of WW II (WHII.20 – H)

75. identify the goals, leadership, and post-war plans of the allied leaders (WHII.21 – H,C,E)

76. describe the background, course, and consequences of the Holocaust, including its roots in the long tradition of anti-Semitism, 19th century ideas about race and nation, and Nazi doctrine on Jewish complicity in Germany’s WW I defeat and collaboration with Communists (WHII.22 – H)

77. explain the reasons for the dropping of the atomic bombs on Japan and the short and long term effects of this decision (WHII.23 – H)

78. explain the consequences of WW II (WHII.24 – H,E,C)

79. describe the reasons for the establishment of the United Nations and summarize the main ideas of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (WHII.25 – H,C)

80. summarize the factors that contributed to the Cold War, including Soviet expansion in Eastern Europe and the differences between democracy, totalitarianism, communism, and  capitalism (WHII.26 – H,C,E)

81. describe the policy of containment, including the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, and NATO, as the West’s and America’s responses to Soviet expansionist policies (WHII.27 – H,E,C)

82. describe the development of the rams race and the key events of the Cold War era (WHII.28 – H,E)

83. describe the Chinese Civil War, the rise of Mao Zedong, and the triumph of the Communist Revolution in China (WHII.29 – H,C)

84. identify the cultural, political, and economic upheavals in China after the Chinese Revolution (WHII.30 – H,E,C)

85. describe the global surge in economic productivity during the Cold War and assess its consequences (WHII.31 – H,E)

86. explain the various factors that contributed to post-war economic growth (WHII.32 – H,E)

87. describe the development and goals of nationalist movements in Africa, Asia, and the Middle East, including the ideas and importance of nationalistic leaders (WHII.33 – H)

88. explain the background for the establishment of the modern state of Israel in 1948 and the subsequent military and political conflicts between Israel and the Arab world (WHII.34 – H)

89. identify the causes for the decline and collapse of the Soviet Union and the communist regimes of Eastern Europe (WHII.35 – H,E,C)

90. explain the role of various leaders in transforming the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe (WHII.36 – H,C)

91. analyze the consequences of the Soviet Union’s breakup (WHII.37 – H,C,E)

92. identify the sources of ethnic and religious conflicts in such areas as Northern Ireland, the Balkans, Sudan, Rwanda, Sri Lanka, and Kashmir (WHII.38 – H)

93. explain the reasons for the fall of apartheid in South Africa, including the role and influence of Nelson Mandela (WHII.39 – H)

94. explain the rise of Islamic Fundamentalism in the last half of the 20th century and identify major events and forces in the Middle East over the latter decades of the century (WHII.40 – H,E)

Assessment Tools

Success in World History will be assessed by the following methods:
1. Outside assignments will be graded and homework will be assessed for completeness, accuracy, and understanding

2. Class work will be evaluated by the instructor and by class members for cooperative learning activities

3. Tests are primarily summative, and will consist ordinarily of multiple choice and essay questions

4. Research papers and research projects that may be long and/or short term assignments; each student must be assigned and must complete a minimum of two (2) research projects in this course, and one of these must be a written paper, properly cited and documented

5. Outside readings and their application to class study; all students will complete two (2) outside readings in this course and report these in a variety of media, but at least one must be a written review of the reading

6. Emphasis is to be placed on organization, accuracy, thoroughness, and proficiency of student work. Such work will result in successful understanding and correct answers

7. Rubrics will be incorporated for all research and outside reading assignments, as well as for a final assessment of the student performance and progress

8. Final exam will consist of primarily multiple choice and open response essays; a final project may be substituted with the approval of the department chair

World History  - Honors 

The honors course level is designed to challenge those students who plan on attending a competitive college with a strong liberal arts program.  Students are expected to take on the sincere study of history and the appropriate assignments in reading, writing, and research that accompany such a course of study.  Outside of class research, reading and writing expectations will be greater than at the college prep level.  Students must be self motivated to embrace the challenges and opportunities of working independently to enjoy success at this level.  Students who complete this course will not only be well versed in United States history, they will be thoroughly prepared for the MCAS exam in United States history as well as for the SAT II in the subject area. 

Spodek. The World’s History. Prentice Hall. 1997 is the primary textbook for this course

Supplementary materials will include primary source documents, activity based materials such as History Alive! and Brown University's Choices Units, and readings from current periodicals.
World History  - College Prep 

The college prep course level is designed for students who desire to achieve success in post-secondary education.  It provides a thorough preparation for the college bound student, offering individuals the challenges and  opportunities to enhance research and writing skills while also gaining a solid foundation in historical understanding. Enrollment in this level indicates and acceptance of the amount of independent learning required as true preparation for college.  Students must have grade level reading ability and an ability to communicate both verbally and through writing.  Students in this level will also be fully prepared for the MCAS exam in United States history.

Ellis et al. World History: Connections to Today. Prentice Hall Publisher, 1999 is the primary textbook for this course

Supplementary materials will include primary source documents, activity based materials such as History Alive! and Brown University's Choices Units, and readings from current periodicals.
World History  - Survey 

The content coverage and chronology of  the survey course level is consistent with that of the College Prep level, however the pace of the course and the depth of the course material is less intense. Students are given a greater opportunity for skill development in their writing, reading, and research while studying the issues and events of the history of the United States from the Civil War to the present day. Instruction will emphasize the basic understanding of the core material of United States history to complete a thorough preparation for the United States MCAS exam while simultaneously fostering the essential reading, writing, and debate skills necessary for citizenship and occupational goals. Structured research projects are assigned for all students in this level.

Holt; O’Connor. Exploring World History. Globe Book. 1998 is the primary text for this course

Supplementary materials will include primary source documents, activity based materials such as History Alive! and Brown University's Choices Units, and readings from current periodicals.
Relationship to School Student Expectations

Scituate High School students will have the opportunity in United States History II to become:

( effective readers (1)

( effective writers (2)

( effective presenters (written, oral, visual) of their research, their interpretations, and solutions to historical problems (3)

( effective problem solvers (4)

( effective information gatherers/researchers (5)

• effective contributors to the community at large

Scituate High School


