History and Social Sciences

Curriculum Overview


Course Description:

United States History I 

This course will cover the history of the United States from the colonial period through 1900.   The major topics to be addressed will deal with the causes of America’s demand for independence, the Constitution (structure of our government; Supreme Court cases; individual rights), the early republic and national state, Manifest Destiny, sectionalism, and the causes and events of the War Between the States, Reconstruction, the Rise of Big Business, the Growth of the Cities, Westward Settlement, the Populist Movement, the Progressive Movement. A thorough understanding of these periods/topics is vital in order that a complete and worthwhile knowledge of the entire history of the United States be achieved. 
Major Course Objectives:

When students have completed US History I , they will better understand and be able to:

1.   interpret factual information


2.   interpret information using higher order thinking skills


3.   draw conclusions about causes and outcomes of historical events


4.   distinguish between national and local events and applications involving issues and concepts


5.   utilize geography as a key in examining World and American history through the interpretation of maps, environments factors, and migration patterns


6.   interpret and employ time lines, graphs, charts and tables in the study of World & American history


7.   understand the relationship between cause and effect by linking actions and ideas to their results


8.   explain how financial markets, such as the stock market, channel funds from savers to investors; how competition among sellers lowers costs and prices, and encourages producers to produce more; and define and use correctly such terms as recession, depression, unemployment, inflation, deflation, and gross domestic product.


9.   explain the basic economic functions of government in the economy of the United States and the modern world

10. analyze historical sources for the purpose of identifying the main idea

11. analyze historical sources for the purpose of recognizing and understanding bias and point of view

12. analyze historical sources for the purpose of recognizing fact vs. opinion

13. analyze historical sources for the purpose of drawing inferences
14. distinguish between primary and secondary sources
15. appreciate the visual arts as an affirmation of  various civilizations and American life in past eras

16. formulate hypotheses and test them through research and the presentation of their findings

17. advance their understanding of a particular issue by completing original research projects

18. show connections, casual and otherwise, between particular historical events and ideas and larger social, economic, and political trends and developments (History, Geography, Civics/Government, Economics)

19. interpret the past within its own historical context rather than in terms of present day norms and values

20. distinguish intentions and intended consequences of action from unanticipated and unpredicted effects

21. distinguish knowledge from various forms of opinions: identify valid and fallacious arguments; identify bias and prejudice in historical interpretations; distinguish between sound generalizations and oversimplifications

Relationship to Massachusetts Frameworks for History and Social Sciences

Students enrolled in United States History I engage in information gathering, problem solving, communicating and presenting their findings (in written, visual, or oral formats) as they:

1. explain the political and economic factors that contributed to the American Revolution (USI.1 – H,E)

2. explain the historical and intellectual influences of the American Revolution and the formation and framework of the American government (USI.2 – H,C)
3. explain the influence and ideas of the Declaration of Independence and the political philosophies of Enlightenment thinkers and of Thomas Jefferson (USI.3 – H,C)

4. analyze how Americans resisted British policies before 1775 and the reasons for the American victory and British defeat during the Revolutionary war (USI.4 – H)

5. explain the role of Massachusetts in the revolution, including important events that took place in Massachusetts and important leaders (USI.5 – H)

6. explain the reasons for the adoption of the Articles of Confederation in 1781, including why its drafters created a weak central government; analyze the shortcomings of the national government under the Articles and describe the crucial events leading to the Constitutional Convention (USI.6 – H,E)

7. explain the roles of various founders at the Constitutional Convention and describe the major debates that occurred at the convention, and the ‘Great Compromise’ that was reached (USI.7 – H,C)
8. describe the debate over ratification of the Constitution between Federalists and Anti-Federalists and explain the key ideas contained in the Federalist Papers on federalism, factions, checks and balances, and the importance of an independent judiciary (USI.8 – H,C)

9. explain the reasons for the passage of the Bill of Rights and analyze key Supreme Court cases of the contemporary era involving those rights (USI.9 – H,C)

10. describe the purpose and functions of government and of the American government (USI.10 – C)

11. explain and provide examples of different forms of governments, including democracy, monarchy, oligarchy, theocracy, and autocracy (USI.11 – C)
12. explain why the American government is classified as a democratic government (USI.12 – C)

13. explain the characteristics of American democracy, including the concepts of popular sovereignty and constitutional government (which includes representative institutions, federalism, separation of powers, shared powers, checks and balances, and individual rights) (USI.13 – H,C)

14. explain the varying roles and responsibilities of federal, state, and local governments in the United States (USI.14 – C)

15. describe the evolution of the role of the federal government, including public services, taxation, economic policy, foreign policy, and common defense (USI.15 – H,C,E)

16. explain the major components of Massachusetts’ state government including the roles of the governor, state legislature, and other key constitutional offices (USI.16 – C)

17. explain the major components of local government in Massachusetts including the roles of school boards, town meetings, mayors, city councils, and boards of selectmen (USI.17 – C)

18. explain the rights and responsibilities of citizenship and describe how a democracy provides opportunities for citizens to participate in the political process through elections, political parties, and interest groups (USI.18 – H,C)
19. explain the evolution and function of political parties including their role in federal, state, and local government and elections (USI.19 – C,H)

20. describe how decisions are made in a democracy including the role of legislatures, courts, executives, and the public (USI.20 – C,H)

21. summarize the major policies and political developments that took place during the presidencies of Washington, Adams, and Jefferson (USI.21 – H,C)
22. analyze the rising levels of political participation and the expansion of suffrage in antebellum America and the development of a sense of nation in the first two decades of the 19th century (USI.22 – H,C)

23. describe the election of 1828, the importance of Jacksonian democracy, and Jackson’s actions as president (USI.23 – H,C)

24. trace the influence and ideas of Supreme Court Chief Justice John Marshall and the importance of the doctrine of judicial review as manifested in Marbury v. Madison (USI.24 – H,C)

25. describe the causes, course, and consequences of America’s westward expansion and its growing diplomatic assertiveness [War of 1812, Manifest Destiny, Mexican War, Trail of Tears, etc.] (USI.25 – H,E,G)
26. explain the importance of the transportation revolution of the 19th century (canals, railroads, bridges, turnpikes and roads, steamboats)including the stimulus it provided to the market economy and its role in sectionalism (USI.26 – H,E,G)

27. explain the emergence and impact of the textile industry in New England and industrial growth throughout antebellum America (USI.27 – H,E)

28. describe the rapid growth of slavery in the South after 1800 and analyze the southern lifestyle, slave life and resistance on plantations and farms across the South, as well as the impact of the cotton gin on the economics of slavery and Southern agriculture (USI.28 – H,E)

29. summarize the growth of the American education system and Horace Mann’s campaign for free compulsory public education (USI.29 – H)
30. describe the formation of the abolitionist movement, the roles of various abolitionists, and the response of southerners and northerners to abolitionism (USI.30 – H)

31. describe the important religious trends and other reform movements that shaped antebellum America (USI.31 – H)
32. analyze the goals and effect of the antebellum women’s suffrage movement (USI.32 – H)

33. describe how the different economies and cultures of the North and the South contributed to the growing importance of sectional politics in the first half of the 19th century (USI.33 – H,E)

34. summarize and analyze the critical events and developments (compromises, debates, actions) leading to the Civil War (USI.34 – H,E,C)

35. analyze Lincoln’s presidency, his views on slavery, and the political obstacles he encountered (USI.35 – H)

36. analyze the roles and policies of various Civil War leaders and describe the important Civil War battles and events (USI.36 – H)

37. analyze the outcomes and effects of the Civil War (USI.37 – H,E,C)

38. explain the policies and consequences of Reconstruction (USI.38 – H,C)

39. summarize how the growth of agricultural poverty and dependency created agrarian populism and analyze the goals, failures, and achievements of the Populists (H,E)

40. analyze how industrialization, religion, and faith in science contributed to the growth of Progressivism and describe the central ideas of important leaders and advocates of Progressivism reform, including Wm. J. Bryan, Sinclair, Tarbell, Steffens, Addams, La Follette, Lippman, Dewey, and presidents Roosevelt, Taft, & Wilson. (H)

41. describe how Progressivism served as a model for the New Deal government activism and summarize its major accomplishments, including state reforms such as bans against child labor, the initiative, referendum, and recall, and federal reforms such as the Sherman Anti-trust Act, Pure Food and Drug Act, Meat Packing Act, Federal Reserve Act, Clayton Anti-trust Act, and ratification of the 19th Amendment. (H)

42. explain the policies and consequences of Reconstruction, including the Reconstruction policies of Lincoln and Johnson; the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments, the opposition of Southern whites to Reconstruction, the accomplishments and failures of Radical Reconstruction, the rise of Jim Crow laws, and Plessy v. Ferguson. (H,C)

43. analyze the roots of the Industrial Revolution in early 19th century New England, the impetus provided by the Civil War, important technological & scientific advances, and the role of business leaders, entrepreneurs, and inventors such as Thomas Edison, Alexander Graham Bell, Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller, J.P. Morgan, Jay Gould, and Cornelius Vanderbilt (H,E)

44. explain how the Industrial Revolution promoted the growth of big business and the expansion of cities (H,E)

45. describe the causes of immigration of Southern and Eastern Europeans to America before WW I and describe the major roles of these immigrants in the industrialization of America (H,E)

46. analyze the causes of the continuing westward expansion of the American people after the Civil War, including the impact of this migration on the Native Americans (H)

47. explain the formation and goals of unions and radical political parties such as the Knights of Labor, the American Federation of Labor & Samuel Gompers, and the Socialist Party & Eugene Debs (H,E)

Assessment Tools

Success in US History I  will be assessed by the following methods:

1. Outside assignments will be graded and homework will be assessed for completeness, accuracy, and understanding

2. Class work will be evaluated by the instructor and by class members for cooperative learning activities

3. Tests are primarily summative, and will consist ordinarily of multiple choice and essay questions

4. Research papers and research projects that may be long and/or short term assignments; each student must be assigned and must complete a minimum of two (2) research projects in this course, and one of these must be a written paper, properly cited and documented

5. Outside readings and their application to class study; all students will complete two (2) outside readings in this course and report these in a variety of media, but at least one must be a written review of the reading

6. Emphasis is to be placed on organization, accuracy, thoroughness, and proficiency of student work. Such work will result in successful understanding and correct answers

7. Rubrics will be incorporated for all research and outside reading assignments, as well as for a final assessment of the student performance and progress

8. Final exam will consist of primarily multiple choice and open response essays; a final project may be substituted with the approval of the department chair

United States History I  - Honors 

The honors course level is designed to challenge those students who plan on attending a competitive college with a strong liberal arts program.  Students are expected to take on the sincere study of history and the appropriate assignments in reading, writing, and research that accompany such a course of study.  Outside of class research, reading and writing expectations will be greater than at the college prep level.  Students must be self motivated to embrace the challenges and opportunities of working independently to enjoy success at this level.  Students who complete this course will not only be well versed in United States history, they will be thoroughly prepared for the MCAS exam in United States history as well as for the SAT II in the subject area. 

Kennedy et al. American Pageant . Houghton-Mifflin. 2006 is the primary textbook for this course.
Supplementary materials will include primary source documents, activity based materials such as History Alive! and Brown University's Choices Units, and readings from current periodicals.
United States History I  - College Prep 

The college prep course level is designed for students who desire to achieve success in post-secondary education.  It provides a thorough preparation for the college bound student, offering individuals the challenges and  opportunities to enhance research and writing skills while also gaining a solid foundation in historical understanding. Enrollment in this level indicates and acceptance of the amount of independent learning required as true preparation for college.  Students must have grade level reading ability and an ability to communicate both verbally and through writing.  Students in this level will also be fully prepared for the MCAS exam in United States history.

Cayton et al. America: Pathways to the Present. Prentice Hall. 2005 is the primary textbook for this course.

Supplementary materials will include primary source documents, activity based materials such as History Alive! and Brown University's Choices Units, and readings from current periodicals.
United States History I  - Survey 

The content coverage and chronology of  the survey course level is consistent with that of the College Prep level, however the pace of the course and the depth of the course material is less intense. Students are given a greater opportunity for skill development in their writing, reading, and research while studying the issues and events of the history of the United States from the Civil War to the present day. Instruction will emphasize the basic understanding of the core material of United States history to complete a thorough preparation for the United States MCAS exam while simultaneously fostering the essential reading, writing, and debate skills necessary for citizenship and occupational goals. Structured research projects are assigned for all students in this level.

Chen, De Varona, et al, American History, Globe Fearon. 2003 is the primary textbook for this course.

Supplementary materials will include primary source documents, activity based materials such as History Alive! and Brown University's Choices Units, and readings from current periodicals.
Relationship to School Student Expectations

Scituate High School students will have the opportunity in United States History II to become:

( effective readers (1)

( effective writers (2)

( effective presenters (written, oral, visual) of their research, their interpretations, and solutions to historical problems (3)

( effective problem solvers (4)

( effective information gatherers/researchers (5)

• effective contributors to the community at large
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